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PTREHEARSAL 


1. A true Whigg, fuch as the Rights, is Worfe thana Pagan. 
2. My Attempt from the Beginning was to Vindicate the Authority of God. 


wTwroemem es ™” 
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. HowI have been Treated for it. 


4.1 Charg’d not all the Confequences of Power in the People upon thofe who Held 


it. 
5. They have gone further than I put it, and have fully Vixdicared me. 
6. What it is that has Provok’d them to thefe Monftrous. Abfurditis. 
. They‘have been Driven from their Notion of Power in the Ae: pre. 
8. The Nimble Tara of the Rights to Refcue it another way, which has made 


it Worfe. 


g. He has fet the Authoriy of the People above God, to get Rid of my Dedu- 


&tion of Government from Adam. 
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WEDNESDAY, 


Fanuary 22» 17C6. 





(1.) Country-man, O you know, A4.- 
fter, Yhat the 
Whiggs take it 


Heavily, that you, in your Laft, Compare 
them with Pagams? ; 

Rehearfal. And co make them amends, 1 
now fay, thac a Tree Whigg is not fo good 
as a Pagan. Such a Whigg as the Author of 
the Rights. For the Pagans did and do Ac- 
knowledge aGed. And-never had fo Foolifh 
and Blafphemaus a Notion, as that His Power 
over them was Deriv’d from Them/felves. 


(2.) And to tell you the Truth, Conntry- 
man, the Chief Motive that has made me 
take fo much Pains upon this Point of the 
People being tlie Original of Government was, 
That I faw Plainly it did Infer the throw- 


' jing off the Authority of God Himfelf. But 


I did not Imagin they wou’d have own’d 
it in fuch Broad and Blafphemous Terms as 
they have donc, 

And if 1 had Charg’d them with fuch 
Words before they had Spoke them, I know 
how they wou’d have Fallen upon: me—— 
I fhou’d have been call’d the Greateft Lyer— 
The Incendiary of the Nation, that had 
no Moderation, Charity or Goodnefs in me! 
That I took every thing by the wrong’ Han- 
dle, and Improv’d every Mole-hill of a Mi- 
fiake into. a Mountain! And that all my 
Defign was to fet Folks together by the Ears / 
And to Hiader all Peace.and Union among 
Proteftants. 


(3.) I have been thus Treated already, 
for thewing thefe men whither their Prin- 
ciple of Power in the Peeple wou'd Lead them. 
Tor this, Obfervators and Reviews in Abnn- 
dance (befides others) have Call?’d me fuch 
Names as are not to be Repeated. 


(4.) Aad I believe ‘they wou'd have been 
Ready to. have Sworn, That fuch Bla/phe- 
mits aS I Charg’d them with, never came 
into their Minds. ‘And I believe many of 
them wou’d have faid Truth in this; For 


that indeed they did not fee the Coxfequen- 
ces, upon which I Charg’d thefe Blafphemies. 
And I do not think it Juft to Charge the 
Confequences, of an Opinion, upon thofe who 
do not See them Therefor my Labour was 
to Shew them thefe Confequences, and what 
Bla/phemies were Imply’d in them, of which 
they were not Aware. 


(5.) And this Book of the Righrs has ful- 
ly Vindicated me, aud fhew’d . the Confe- 
quences | drew to be Fuft. Nay, be has goue 
further then Ever 1 put is. I did indeed 





Way, That this Notiow of Placing the Ovsysnal 
of Government in the People, was Throwiig 
off the Authority of God, not Direétly and 
Immediatly, but in Effcét and by Confequince ; 
In Altering the Tenure of Government trom 
God to the People. But chen it was Urg’d 
againft me, That the People had their /ower 
of Erecting Government at the Beginning from 
God. Which kept God fill above tise Peo- 
ple. 1 Difputed on the other fide, That 
this was again{t Fact for that God Deduc'd 
all Mankind from @xe, in whom God Pluc’d 
the Authority; which has been Deduc’d from 
that Day to this. And that tho’ a Shower 
of Afen had at firft been Rain’d down, with- 
out Fathers or Mothers, or any Superiority 
among them, but all upon the Level, and 
Each Equal to Another, it had been Impo- 
fible for them, without the Intervention of 
a Divine Command, ever to have Settl’d 
Government among .themfelves; Becaufe all 
Obligation to Governmem muft Come trom a 
Supexior, which is God. 

In all this, 1 Charg’d the Throwing off 
the dutherity of God, only as a Conjequence 
of Placing the Original of Government in the 
People. And now let the World Judge 
whether the Confequence was net Good? 
Whether it was not Aodeff? When in 
purfuance of this Power in the Peopde, the 
Rights have fet them above God Himflelf, 
and made His Power to be Derivative from 
the People. 
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(6.) Conntryom, Ycan hardly Guefs what 
fhon’d bring them to this Monftrous Abfur- 


dity. 

"Rebeerf Vill tell you, Country-Mad. They 
were Intirely Beaten trom all their Pretences 
or Power in the People, and their Giving 
up the natural Power they (fu pofe) had 
over Themfelves, their Lives, Liberties, &c- 
into. the Hands of him or them whom 
they Chofe to Govern them. This was the 
old Scheme of Milton, Lock, Sidney, &c. 
And this 1 have Expos’d to be fo Excef- 
fively Ridiculous “nd Contradittory, that they 
have heen forc’d to give it up. Both the 
Review and the Rights have yielded this 
Point, and Difown’d their former Cham- 

105. 

What then fhall they do? Will they Re- 
pent? No. That isthe laft Article! There- 
fore, upon clofe Cabal, the Rights has found 
out a Diffinttion to keep up their Caufe, 
‘and yet Avoid thefe untenable Abjurdi- 
ties. 

How is that to be done? For ther are 
two Difficulties as to People giving up their 
ewn Kights. iff; whether they ever did 
do it? 2d/y, whether thy had Right to do 
it? 

The firft cannot be fhew’d from any Hi- 
flory or Account of things fince the Begin- 
ning of the World. They have been often 
Prefs’d to Shew it, but they Cannot. 

Nay I have fhew’d it to be Jwpoffible, 
becaufe ther is no way Pofible to Collect 
the Votes of every Individual, which Mr. 
Lock makes Neceffary to it. 

And for the Second, Mr. Lock fays, 
That Men cannot give an Abfolure Power 
over their own Lives, Liberties, and Pro- 
perties to any Government whatfoever, whe- 
ther in the Hands of One or of Jany, whe- 
ther it be Monarchy, Ariflocrafy, or Demo- 
crafy. Becaufe no Man has Power of his 
own Life, and therefor cannot give that 
Power to Another, And the End for which 
he fuppofes Men did at firft enter into 
Government being to preferve their Lives, 
Liberties and Properties from the Violence and 
Infults of one another; Therefor he fays, 
they cou’d not give an Abjolure Power over 
their Lives, Liberties, &c. to any; for that 
woud Expofe them to greater Hazard than 
they were in before, and wou’d be a worfe 
Condition than even the State of Nature. 

To this I Anfwer’d, That all Governments 
whatfoever, whether in the Hands of Ove 
or Many, were Abjolute and Arbitrary. And 
that it was Jmpofible to be otherwife. For 
that ther muft be a Dernier Refort fome 
where, or elfe ther cou’d be no Govern- 
ment, 


(7-) This being fo Plain and Flagrant a 
Truth, fo Open and Obvioxs to every Bodies 
Eye, ther cou’d be no .Dénying it, and no 
Anfwer has been made to it: De Foe has 
given it up, after long ftruggling; and the 
Rights do’s now Confefs (as I have before 
Quoted him) That no Mak has Power over 


Death come from Them, who had jt not 
Themfelves,-and {0 cou’d not give it tg 
Another ? 


(8.) O, Yes, fays the Rights (now fee. 
Stretch of Wit!) for tho’ t cannot dae 
Another the Power over my own Life, & 
becaufe I have it not my felf; yet I may Gian 
to Another the Power over your Lift &¢ 
and You may give him the Power over Aine. 
Becaufe every Man has Power over Anothep 
Man’s Life, &c. by way of Self-Prefervation 
and becanfe he Aoves himfelf better than any 
other Man. 

But I have fhew’d before, Num. 156. That 
this makes the Scheme ten times more Foolih 
than the Former. And as far off from the 
Poffibility of Founding the Power of Governmer: 
upon it. 

But let us go on, Country-AMan. | thought 
it not fufficient to put them upon the Proof 
of their Faét, that the People were the firf 
who Erected Government, which they cowd 
never do: But I proceeded even tothe Proof 
of a Negative againft them, and fhew’d, That 
it Cow'dnot be, till I have Forc’d their chief 
Advocates to Confefs it. 


(9.) But I thought not this enough, to Dif. 
prove their Original of Government’, but thought 
my felf oblig’d to thew Another; left 1 fhou'd 
feem to Pull down only, but not to Baild, 
Therefor I have fhew’d at large how God did 
at firft Invelt Adam with the Power of Domi- 
nion. That the Defcent of this was by the 
Primo-Geniture. And | folv'd the Objeftien of 
the feveral Conqueffs, Ufurpations, and Breaches 
upon the Right ZLsves that have happend 
fince ; and fhew’d, That they did not 
Diffolve Government, but Transfer’dit. And 
that tho’ every Ujurper and Wrong-doer is for 
Ever Anfwerable for his Crime ; yet that when 
the Right Line is Extinguifhed, the Poffeffor has 
the Right, when ther is None who Claims 
a Better Right. For that Ged Ordain’d Ge 
vernment to Continue tothe End of the World. 
And in all the Revolutions and Turns that have 
been in the World, one Conqueror took the 
Government from another; but it never fell 
fo Low, as to Come into the Hands of the 
People, to be Determin'd by the Free and Equal 
VOTE of every Individual. So that the Peo- 
ple never were in the Suppofed State of Nature. 
And Governmext neither Came from them at 
the Beginning, nor Ever fell into their Hands 

ince. 


have been U/urpations of one upon another) 
And God is feen at the End of it, as tle 
only Inftitutor and Original of it. 

This has Provok’d the Rights to. Artackthe 
Authority-of God himfelf, and make it De. 
rivative fromthe People. For otherwise the 
Power of the People can never Come in. And 
all the Choise that is left us is, 

Utrum Hornm. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


his own Life, Liberty, &c, and therefore | Parallel between the Faith and Doétrine 


cou’d not Difpofe of itto Another. Which } 


of the prefent Quakers, and that of the 


one wou’d think fhou’d End the Caufe. For | Chief Hereticks in all Ages of the Church. 
then how cou’d Government flow from the ] And alfoa Parallel betwen Quakerifon and Pepery. 
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People ?. How con’d the Power of Lift any" 


Sothat the Chain of Government appears 
Uninterupted from the Beginning ( tho’ there . 








